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All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

                                                          – 2 Corinthians 4:15

Introducing REACH | 2018
A capital expansion project to meet the current and future growth needs of 

The Woodlands United Methodist Church • Campaign kick-off April 8, 2018 • 

Commitment Sunday May 6, 2018 • Three-year pledge fulfillment through 2021

$30M
TO REACH
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SCOPE OF PROJECTS
THE WOODLANDS CAMPUS 
• Renovate, expand and enhance Children’s Ministry areas of the 
 main building
• Relocate, expand and enhance adult classrooms and medium-size group
 meeting rooms in the main building
• Replace main building gymnasium by constructing a new gymnasium at  
 the Family Life Center/The Woodlands Methodist School
• Renovate and expand Wesley Hall 
• Refresh the Main Sanctuary 
• Refresh main building hallways and atrium  
• Renovate and expand administrative offices

WOODFOREST CAMPUS 
• Construct a multi-use building and parking areas for The Church At 
 Woodforest for worship, recreation and community-wide gatherings

IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
• Partner with Compassion United to provide meals, basic life skills training
 and spiritual support for people in need  

IN HOUSTON 
• Develop a new faith community in the Houston metro area using 
 The Harvest worship community as a model 

OVERSEAS 
• Create a theological library at the UMC seminary in Havana, Cuba
• Construct a new school at the UMC in Uspantan, Guatemala 

If your heart is 
as my heart, then 

take my hand. 
                — John Wesley



All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

                                                          – 2 Corinthians 4:15
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My deepest desire in ministry is the same today as it was when Bev and I first arrived 
in The Woodlands 40 years ago: to reach people with the redeeming love of Jesus 
Christ. As our tiny church grew we began to disciple people in faith and to help people 
in need. 

Almost four decades and more than 13,000 members later, The Woodlands UMC is 
alive in the most vibrant and dynamic ways. It’s become a spiritual home for so many 
people through the years (we have some folks who joined the church as newly married 
couples and now their children and their grandchildren are members here). 

We might be tempted to rest and enjoy this season. It would be easy to think our work 
is done. But honestly I can’t stop thinking about the next season: asking and listening 
for what’s next and knowing there’s more work to do in the name of Christ. God is 
surely leading our efforts. 

The following pages share our vision and our plans for REACH. Our pastors, ministry 
teams and lay leaders have spent the past two years discerning God’s call to action. 
Now is the time to expand our facilities and ministries in ways that further advance the 
mission of our church.
 
Friends, the REACH campaign is not about building more buildings; it’s about building 
more community, building more relationships and expanding the foundation for future 
ministry that stretches far beyond our church campus. 

I’ve come to know your generosity, involvement and faithfulness over the years. I pray 
this opportunity to participate becomes a significant milestone in your faith journey, 
and I pray you are inspired to catch the vision, step forward and join us as we REACH 
the future together. 

Your Pastor, 

Ed Robb

I can’t stop thinking about 
the next season: asking and 
listening for what’s next and 
knowing there’s more work to do 
in the name of Christ. God is surely 
leading our efforts. 

                                — Ed Robb  
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WHAT ARE WE REACHING FOR? WEALTH, STATUS AND  

MATERIAL POSSESSIONS WILL NOT LAST • ALL WE CAN SEE  

IN THIS WORLD IS TEMPORARY • SO THEN LET US REACH 

FOR THINGS OF ETERNAL SIGNIFICANCE. LET US REACH UP 

IN WORSHIP • LET US REACH INWARD IN COMMUNITY 

• LET US REACH OUTWARD TO SERVE OTHERS • TO CHANGE 

LIVES IN THE NAME OF JESUS • THEN THE WORLD WILL 

KNOW US BY OUR REFLECTION OF HIS GOODNESS  

AND LOVE



REACHING OUR FULL MINISTRY POTENTIAL WILL TAKE  
ALL OF US • TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, MUCH IS REQUIRED • 

WHAT ROLE DO YOU PLAY IN GOD’S WORK TODAY? • WHAT 

ROLE WILL YOU PLAY IN GOD’S WORK TOMORROW? • ASK 

HIM TO SHOW YOU • THEN GO AND DO
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WE ARE ABLE TO 
SHARE WHAT WE HAVE  
FOR THE GREATER GOOD 

AS A CHURCH

AS INDIVIDUALS

A GENEROUS PERSON 

WILL PROSPER; WHOEVER 

REFRESHES OTHERS WILL 

BE REFRESHED. 

             — PROVERBS 11:25
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We are called to
REACH NEW PEOPLE by welcoming them into warm, inviting spaces on our campus. The more  
time they spend here, the more likely they are to connect with God and with others through a  
variety of ministry activities.

The REACH campaign is about meeting the current and future space needs of ministry programs 
that have experienced dramatic growth since the last church expansion project. 

Renovations include relocating sports and recreation-related activities to a new gymnasium at the 
Family Life Center and repurposing the existing main building gymnasium into two floors of usable 
meeting space for children and adults. Wesley Hall, the main atrium area and administrative offices 
are also slated for renovation and expansion. 

REACH PEOPLE FOR 
JESUS CHRIST
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REACH greets 
More than 5,000 people to worship 
each weekend in a fresh, inviting 
atmosphere designed for 
community connection.
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ARCHITECT’S RENDERING
RENOVATED MAIN ATRIUM AREA
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WHY NOW? 
We are unable to live into our full potential for reaching people for Jesus due to a lack of space. 
Existing program areas in the main building haven’t been expanded since they opened in 2001. 
Children’s and adult meeting rooms are beyond maximum capacity on Sundays and throughout the 
week due to steady growth and participation. Renovations will also enhance safety and security for 
Children’s Ministry areas.  

Total number of times church 
rooms were booked for 
ministry programs in 2017

18,536

265
Number of community 
events booked in church 
rooms in 2017 

70% Planned increase in 
adult meeting space 

MORE ROOM TO reach
Existing: 7,953 sq. ft.  |  13 rooms
Planned: 13,530 sq. ft.*  |  16 rooms + flexible space
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REACHING THE
COMMUNITY

 Creating Space for Meaningful 
 Connection Among Women 

We are certainly stretched for space with almost 1,500 women 
registered for weekly Women’s Bible Studies or special groups. 
I’m looking forward to the options that will be available to us 
when we have room to grow. The women of our church want to 
share their gifts and the difference Christ has made in their lives. 
They need rooms that allow for them to meet together and dig 
deep into God’s Word.

  — Dori Barber, 
   Director of Women’s Ministry 

 Creating Space for Men to Grow 
 Together in Godliness 

Discipleship — making people into faithful followers of Jesus — is the 
heart of what we do. Mission, caring for the poor and evangelism all 
flow from our people growing in their relationship with Jesus until 
we love what He loved and live for the things He was willing to die 
for. It’s hard to believe, but our discipleship spaces are maxed out. 
Quest for men is at capacity, our adult Sunday school classes need 
larger rooms and our Bible studies and small groups often find it 
difficult to reserve a room at the church in the evenings.

While these are all good problems, they’re still problems. To REACH 
more people for Christ, we will need to increase our ministry spaces 
on campus. Since my first year here in 1982, I’ve always loved how 
we’ve cared about, dreamed for and built for people who weren’t 
here yet and who need what we’ve found in Jesus. I’m sure we’ll 
continue to be that kind of church as we REACH into the future for 
the glory of the One we love and serve.

  — Rev. Rob Renfroe, 
   Pastor of Discipleship
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REACH welcomes
Adults looking to connect through a 
variety of Bible studies, small groups 
and support opportunities.
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REACH provides
Additional space for men and women to
focus on their relationships with God and 
each other in re|engage.
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REACHING 
MARRIAGES

 Creating More Space for re|engage 

I am so extremely blessed to be a part of our re|engage marriage 
ministry at The Woodlands UMC. We have seen 300 couples go 
through this program during the two-plus years we have offered 
this life-giving ministry. Be encouraged that God is at work in 
so many relationships! As re|engage grows, so does the number 
of participants and the desperate need for small group meeting 
space. I’m so excited to see that our REACH campaign will 
address this need! 

  — Rev. Mark Sorensen, 
   Harvest Lead Pastor, Director of re|engage

Total number of couples 
that have completed 

re|engage since it began

340
Due to high interest, re|engage is now 
offered every Tuesday night on an ongoing 
basis. Couples can now join 
at any point.

ATTENDEES AVERAGE RATING of 
their relationship

Before re|engage:

After re|engage:

13

Number of churches in the area that 
have started offering the re|engage 
program following the TWUMC lead 
in strengthening marriages. 5



REACH creates
Additional space for children to learn about 
Jesus on Sundays and throughout the week. 
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REACHING
THE FUTURE
 Creating Room to Grow in 
 Children’s Ministry 

The church is creating a safe space where our kids can be themselves. Steady growth in recent years 
and the fact our facilities haven’t been expanded since 2001 means our Children’s Ministry areas are 
crowded and lack desired security features.  

We plan to address these issues by increasing space and creating additional rooms, both small and 
large, in a dedicated Children’s Ministry wing. Attendance has grown and plateaued due to limited 
space. Some parents have chosen not to include their child in Sunday morning Children’s Ministry 
activities due to cramped conditions. 

Renovation plans include controlled entry and exit points which will provide a safer environment for 
children and peace of mind for parents. 

There is no greater investment than the investment we make in 
the generation that follows us. The children we teach today will 
be the adults who teach others tomorrow. The conviction of The 
Woodlands UMC’s Children’s Ministry is to teach God’s Word in an 
engaging and impactful way for our children. It is our prayer that God 
will use our ministry to capture the hearts of these potential world 
changers. The new children’s space has been designed to create 
connections and relationships beyond what we are able to do in our 
current space. We are thankful for the heart of our congregation 
as we move towards making an investment that will last beyond  
our lifetime.

  — Julie Cocker, 
   Co-Director of Children’s Ministry 
   (Early Childhood – 4th Grade) 
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Increase in average
weekly attendance 
from 2014 – 2016 in main 
building 1st – 4th grade 
Children’s Ministry spaces 
slated for renovation 
and expansion

28%

2014 181

2015 201

2016 222

We’re huge fans of The Woodlands UMC’s Children’s Ministry and the way it brings together kids and 
their families. My 11-year-old son, Connor, loves to connect with other children, but it’s been difficult 
for him lately because there are so many kids in a limited space. By expanding our Children’s Ministry 
facilities, there will be more rooms for smaller groups to gather, giving him a better opportunity to 
meet others and build lasting relationships.

    — Jessica Jones, Parent

Proposed increase in 
Children’s Ministry space

Existing: 6,862 sq. ft.  |  13 rooms
Planned: 10,050* sq. ft.  |  16 rooms

46%

AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN GRADES 1-4 
ATTENDING MAIN BUILDING SUNDAY SCHOOL

*Estimated square footage subject to change16
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ARCHITECT’S RENDERING
RENOVATED CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AREA 17



REACH provides
A new space for ministry outreach in the fun, 
engaging programs of Recreation Ministry.
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REACHING
FAMILIES
 Through Sports and Recreation 

Our church is more than just a Sunday destination. Whether attending Bible studies, small groups,  
The Woodlands Methodist School or our wonderful Recreation Ministry programs, thousands of people 
call The Woodlands UMC facilities their second home throughout the week. For many, this might be the 
only time they step foot on a church campus.

By adding a new gymnasium, and dedicated fitness rooms 
into our Family Life Center, we will greatly increase our 
outreach to The Woodlands community. In addition to 
providing more space for Recreation Ministry programs like 
Upward Sports — which draws more non-members to our 
campus than any other program — this gym will give us the 
opportunity to host big community events that will allow 
many to discover our church for the first time.

  — Garrett Ritter, 
   Recreation Ministry Director 

19
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participant 

church affiliation



2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

991

1,139

1,178

1,487

1,774

RECREATION MINISTRY 
Participation by Year

UPWARD CHILDREN’S 
Sports Snapshot

2016 & 2017
PARTICIPANTS1,056 ARCHITECT’S RENDERING

PROPOSED GYMNASIUM AT 
THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER

20
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ARCHITECT’S RENDERING
PROPOSED GYMNASIUM AT 
THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER
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REACH BUILDS
A permanent location for our new faith 
community in the rapidly growing area 
of western Montgomery County.
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We are called to  
REACH NEW COMMUNITIES beyond The Woodlands with the goal of sharing the Gospel and 
discipling people in faith. We grow stronger as a church and as individual believers when we are able 
to help others rise up in faith. 

The REACH campaign is about building a permanent home for The Church at Woodforest 
so we can create a new center for worship, discipleship and Christian community in West  
Montgomery County. 

Plans include building a 19,000* sq. ft. multi-use facility for worship, ministry programs and 
community-wide events on 13.1 acres of church-owned property across the street from our current  
meeting location. 

WHY NOW? 
There is a firm window of time for land development within the Woodforest master-planned  
community. Momentum is building with the addition of another service to the weekly worship 
operations. Widespread awareness and participation will grow when people see a permanent building 
under construction. 

 Growing with Our Neighbors

It seems like just yesterday that The Church at Woodforest met 
for its first morning of worship and began to invite folks in our 
community to join together on a journey of faith. Now, two years  
into this adventure, with more than 275 families having joined the 
church family, we are poised to take our next steps into God’s plans 
for us. It’s going to be a great year ahead! 

  — Rev. Brent Parker, 
   Woodforest Pastor 

DISCIPLE THEM IN FAITH

*Estimated square footage subject to change
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ARCHITECT’S RENDERING
FUTURE SITE PLAN OF 
CHURCH AT WOODFOREST

REACH PHASE 1
• MULTI-USE GYMNASIUM
• LARGE GROUP/WORSHIP SPACE
• NURSERY
• PARKING LOT

FUTURE PHASE 2
• ADULT & STUDENT DISCIPLESHIP
 AREAS AND CLASSROOMS
• MID-TO-LARGE GROUP GATHERING
 SPACES
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FUTURE PHASE 3
• WORSHIP AUDITORIUM

FUTURE
• PAVILION AND SPORTS FIELD

25



Seating capacity for 
worship in the new 

multi-use worship space

The new facility will transform The Church at 
Woodforest into a seven-day-a-week destination 
for the community in addition to providing our 
church more room on Sundays. 

Many participating in sports in the gym or visiting 
our campus during the week might have never 
stepped foot in our church otherwise.

REACH is important because we’ve seen from 
prior capital campaigns that it’s not about the 
church getting BIGGER. It’s about growing in the 
community, providing opportunities for discipleship 
and giving back to the local community and people/
organizations around the world. It’s about staying 
true to our core values.

  — Brent and Dana Saxon, 
      Campaign Co-Chairs for REACH
      Woodforest Campus

6,000
Gymnasium for 

recreation programs and
large community events

square feet*

1,250
Dedicated nursery/early 

childhood space

square feet*

350*

*Estimated square footage subject to change26



ARCHITECT’S RENDERING
PHASE 1 MULTI-USE BUILDING FOR 
THE CHURCH AT WOODFOREST 
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Our church has a heart for the least and the lost. In Acts 1:8, Jesus 
gave us the Great Commission to be His witnesses in Jerusalem 
(The Woodlands), in all Judea and Samaria (Texas and the U.S.) 
and to the ends of the earth (overseas). He’s called us to spread 
the message of salvation and to help those in need.

I am so excited about the ministries we will be helping through 
the REACH campaign. Here in our own county, so many people 
are suffering, lost and afraid. They are women, children and 
men who have lost jobs and homes and the ability to provide 
their basic needs. In Guatemala, beautiful Mayan children have 
suffered in poverty and oppression by a government that 
believes they have no value and don’t need an education. We 
all know of the oppression and persecution the people of Cuba 
have suffered over the past six decades. But through it all, the 
Church has survived.

The REACH of our church is incredible! It transforms lives!

  — Dr. John Hull, 
   Missions Pastor

 We are called to

REACH THE WORLD FOR CHRIST by SERVING and equipping those in need. Sometimes that 
means providing physical and spiritual support to the lost, least and looked-over. Other times it 
means strategic outreach to advance the mission of the global Church. Using our unique ministry 
approach and best practices, we are able to lend support to make a greater impact by seeking 
where God is already at work and joining Him there. 

The REACH campaign is about partnering with organizations, communities and individuals who 
need help meeting their God-given potential in Christian ministry in a variety of settings throughout 
the world. 

HELP THOSE IN NEED REACH feeds
Homeless men and women in 
Montgomery County and
provides them with life skills 
needed to be self-sufficient.
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REACH feeds
Homeless men and women in 
Montgomery County and
provides them with life skills 
needed to be self-sufficient.
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REACH advances
Christian education and training for 
United Methodist pastors in Havana, Cuba. 
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Helping across town  
REACH will help fund outreach operations at Compassion United, a non-profit ministry partner located in Conroe. 
Our church partners with Compassion United to impact the lives of the poor, homeless, addicted and outcasts 
throughout Montgomery County. This ministry offers Christ at each touch point and works to transform lives 
through outreach, relief and empowerment programs. Each participant is offered support based on their unique 
needs including meals, shelter, life skills and structured mentoring. 

REACH will enable us to partner with the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church to plant a new 
worship community in a location with strategic opportunities. The idea is to partner with the Conference to build a 
dynamic and vibrant start-up worship community in the Wesleyan tradition. This opportunity is ripe for transferring 
the best attributes, vibrancy and spirit of our Harvest worship community into a new TWUMC campus location. 

Helping overseas 
REACH will enable our Missions Ministry to expand its life-changing work to impoverished young children in Central 
America. Our church will use campaign funds to start construction of a school in Uspantan, Guatemala. Access to 
basic education is very limited in this remote mountain village where the local Methodist Church is already at work. 
More than 500 children will gain access to structured education and ministry programming through our new plans 
to build a school in the community. 

REACH will empower a seminary on the island nation of Cuba. The Methodist seminary in Havana has served as 
a center for learning among Christian pastors and emerging leaders despite decades of persecution from the 
government. Educational resources at the seminary are scarce and outdated. Our support through REACH will 
equip the seminary library with computers and technology so students can make meaningful connections with the 
outside world and, in doing so, advance their learning and their ministry for Christ.

The REACH campaign will dedicate funds to help the most needy in our own 
community, to train and equip local pastors to spread the Gospel in Cuba, 
and to educate Mayan children at a Christian school in Guatemala.  Previous 
campaigns have equipped pastors to plant over 5,000 house churches in an 
unreached area of India, to help Montgomery County foster children transition 
into the community as young adults, and many other important, life changing 
undertakings. We are so excited to have an opportunity to support this latest 
campaign to refresh and grow our TWUMC campus, together with the scope 
and effectiveness of our missions outreach.  We hope you will join us..  

   — Anthony and Donna Lannie, 
       Missions Chairs / REACH Campaign
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PROFILE GUIDE
Levels of gifts we will need to reach $30 million goal.

Number  
of Gifts

Amount of 
Each Gift

Number  
of Gifts

Amount of 
Each Gift

1 $2,000,000 56 $50,000

2 $1,500,000 83 $25,000

3 $1,000,000 160 $10,000

4 $750,000 250 $7,500

6 $500,000 320 $5,000

13 $250,000 400 $2,500

22 $100,000 400 $1,250

27 $75,000

GIVING GUIDE 
(36-MONTH COMMITMENT  

OVER AND ABOVE CURRENT GIVING)

Your three-year commitment based on a given 
monthly or yearly gift amount.

Monthly Yearly Total 3 Year
Commitment

$5,556 $66,667 $200,000

$2,778 $33,333 $100,000

$2,083 $25,000 $75,000

$1,389 $16,667 $50,000

$1,111 $13,333 $40,000

$833 $10,000 $30,000

$694 $8,333 $25,000

$556 $6,667 $20,000

$417 $5,000 $15,000

$278 $3,333 $10,000

$208 $2,500 $7,500

$139 $1,667 $5,000

$69 $833 $2,500

$35 $417 $1,250

I’M IN

NOW is the time to PRAY, ENGAGE AND SUPPORT the REACH expansion projects. What gift 
do you have to give? Give it to God and He will multiply it. He uses our gifts to gift others.  
We believe God is working in us and among us to REACH people who do not know Him with 
the gift of Jesus Christ. 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
IS COMING MAY 6, 2018 
Be watching the mail for a commitment card and special instructions for making an electronic 
pledge online. In the meantime, use these tools to prayerfully plan your level of involvement in 
the campaign. We encourage everyone to participate.

We had questions about the “necessity” or the immediacy 
of the need of the REACH campaign. But after learning the 
church was having to turn away many local charities and 
support groups due to lack of space, and hearing how the 
church’s current restrictions have limited the availability to 
provide the very outreach services that we love so much 
about our church, we have come to the conclusion ministry 
expansion will bring the needed structure to reach new 
families and expand Jesus Christ’s reach into our community 
and beyond. We hope that, should you feel it is in your heart, 
you will join us with your support.

   — Victor and Carrie Muzny
       Co-Chairs / REACH Campaign
       Woodlands Campus   
 

Every good and perfect gift comes from above, 
coming down from the Father. 
     — James 1:17
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REACH CAMPAIGN
LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Campaign Co-Chairs

Donna and Anthony Lannie 
Carrie and Victor Muzny
Dana and Brent Saxon
Susan and Mike Skinner

Campaign Building Committee

Gary Laugharn
Mark Hanley 
Mark Merrill 

Campaign Pastoral Team 

Dr. Ed Robb
Rev. Rob Renfroe
Rev. Susan Kent
Rev. Brent Parker
Rev. Mark Sorensen 

Campaign Steering Committee

Dr. Ann Snyder
Angela Branch
Mike Sims
Danielle Johnson
Gene Satern

The Church at Woodforest 
Advisory Committee

Rhonda Clauss
Andy Darcy
Angela Miller
Ryan Paul
Scott Sentell

Interested in Automatic 
Recurring Contributions? 

Please visit my.thewoodlandsumc.org to set-
up your recurring gift. This convenient option 
gives you the flexibility to set the schedule of 
your choosing. 

We are also able to offer in-house processing 
of your contributions (processed on the 10th 
of each month). Select:

 Bank Draft* (attach voided check)

 Credit Card*

____________________________________________ 
(Name on Card)

____________________________________________ 
(Card Number)

____________________________________________ 
(Expiration Date)

I authorize The Woodlands United Methodist 
Church to draft the above referenced 
account $ __________________________   / month.

____________________________________________ 
(Signature)

* Unless otherwise noted, the first recurring payment will be processed 
  when the request is received and then beginning on the tenth day of each    
  following month.

For 36 months              Other (please specify)

The Woodlands United Methodist Church
2200 Lake Woodlands Drive  |  The Woodlands, Texas 77380

Full Name: __________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City: _______________________________________

State: _________________  Zip: _________________

Primary Phone: _____________________________

Primary Email: ______________________________

Or pledge online at thewoodlandsumc.org/give

MY TOTAL 
COMMITMENT IS $

COMMITMENT CARD
I understand this is a three-year commitment 

over and above my giving to the church 
operating budget. 

I/we plan to give accordingly: 

$__________  Weekly for 156 weeks (3 years)

$__________  Monthly for 36 months (3 years)

$__________  Annually for 3 years

$__________ One-time gift 

I Primarily Attend:

 Traditional        The Harvest        The Loft 

 The Church at Woodforest



FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR 
NEWS AND UPDATES 
reach.thewoodlandsumc.org
#REACHTheWoodlands

FACEBOOK
fb.com/TheWoodlandsUMC
fb.com/HarvestTWUMC
fb.com/LoftChurch
fb.com/ChurchAtWoodforest

INSTAGRAM
@TheWoodlandsUMC
@HarvestTWUMC
@LoftChurch

THE WOODLANDS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

thewoodlandsumc.org


